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RETAIL ENERGY MARKET 
190. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Energy: 
Can the minister explain to the house the issues raised by the unions and why they are so opposed to opening up 
the retail energy market so that mums and dads — 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Excuse me, member. 
The SPEAKER: Could you start again; he did not hear the first part of the question, member for Bateman. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: Can the minister explain to the house the issues raised by the unions and why they are so 
opposed to opening up the retail energy sector so that mums and dads can enjoy choice and competition in the 
electricity providers, as we have seen in the gas market? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I am happy to have a go at this, but ultimately I think that the member will have to direct his questions to those 
unions in light of the fact that he is asking me to comment on what the unions’ view is. I think he is referring to 
my comments that have created some comment in public debate around full retail contestability, otherwise 
known as opening up Synergy to competition in the retail space, something that has been part of the conversation 
around energy since that formidable former Treasurer Eric Ripper split Western Power. That was primarily at 
that point to get private sector investment into the generation side of the energy sector. Unfortunately, during the 
term of the previous government, Verve and Synergy were re-joined. That created, obviously, a significant 
player in both the generator and retail sectors, which is now causing some problems in the competitive market in 
trying to ensure that we can get some private sector investment into the energy system. I am happy to deal with 
that now. The previous government aimed for four or five different dates for the end game of contestability. The 
previous government set the date of 1 July 2019 to achieve full retail contestability. Unfortunately, it did not 
make decisions to get it to that date. I am looking at that date now, and in due course the cabinet will make 
decisions around the nature of opening up retail competition within a timeframe of the government’s choosing. 
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